PC Tools for the Thoroughbred Handicapper
 
                                  By James Robins
 
Books about handicapping seem to appear every year, offering basic useful advice, and a lot of fluff, including a good deal of stories concerning “that day at the track.”  These are interesting and informative books if you enjoy horse racing and reading and don’t mind a good read to help you pass some time or learn a thing or two.  “PC Tools for the Thoroughbred Handicapper,” by Bob Pitlak, is not one of those books.
 
Mr. Pitlak’s new book is the most definitive, concise and scientific study of handicapping that I have ever read.  In depth, his book goes deeper than Andrew Beyer’s early works, and that is saying a lot.  Do you have to have a Ph.D. to read it?  I qualify, having served as an instructor of 500-level university Physics instructor and writing legal briefs concerning quality assurance at nuclear power plants.  To me, charting Mercury in retrograde was an academic task and an interesting challenge.  But, Bob can sense these things, and works hard to keep this reference tool within the comfort zone of the reader. 
 
For Mr. Pitlak, handicapping is taken as seriously as a complex scholarly work, easily qualifying for addition to an academic journal or as specific and scientific research.
 
There is not one page of fluff in this book.  And, as aforementioned, it could easily take on graduate level statistic textbooks.  However, Bob has done something that practically no one else has thought of in the past:  All of the complex charts and graphs cited in the book can be downloaded, for free, from the internet.  This is a genius at work, so give him room.
 
Before long, by studying his materials, and by being able to get those charts and formulas used in the book downloaded straight into your computer, Bob has bridged the academic gap that once made your head hurt in college.  Then, it gets better.  You begin to catch the flow of his writing, a task that few academic authors even attempt.  Yet, in a scholarly manner, much like a doctoral thesis, he cites his work, plus he puts it all in a wonderful perspective.  
 
At first, I was reminded of movies like “Good Will Hunting” or “A Beautiful Mind,” with blackboards full of exotic formulas and figures rushing into one’s mind.  However, Bob is seeming  and intuitively considerate of this notion, thus choosing the right times to slow down the pace and allow you to let his fantastic formulas settle in and find peace within the parameters of your handicapping skills.  Plus, you don’t need to go blind or crazy trying to put his charts to work for you.  He puts you at ease with examples and illustrations that leave you feeling, well, smarter.
 
Let’s say that you’re a good handicapper, and after tracking 100 races, you have found that your secret formula yields 57% winners with a mutuel of $11.20.  To me, it’s great!  Bob takes this type of scenario and asks, “Yes, you seem confident that your method will work for you.  But, exactly how confident should you be?”  Can one really have a formula for factoring confidence?  Bob does, and it works: N – W x (1-W) * (Z / E) squared, where E = W - (1+R) / (1+AP/2).  Normally, at this point, you would either reach for a Tylenol or make sure that you had a stack of legal pads nearby and plenty of pencils.
 
However, with Bob, none of those aforementioned items are needed.  In fact, the entire formula, already charted out for you, is waiting on his website.  You simply download it, add your basic numbers, and a chart tells you how confident you should be about your system.  It doesn’t get any better than this.  In fact, think of a handicapping program that took results from your own data, plus its own database and its past performance figures. Now, start thinking of spin-offs, i.e., different uses for this same information.  There are probably many of them, just waiting to be uncovered, discovered and ready to make your day.
 
And, that is just a couple of pages of this 11 chapter, 159 page hard paperback.  For the retail price of $24.95, this academic masterpiece would be great if it offered 9 or 10 in-depth subjects of discussion. But, Bob Pitlak’s “PC Tools for the Thoroughbred Handicapper” contains more than 25 different spreadsheets and computer programs, not even counting the all of the possible variations and spin-offs.        
 
Mr. Pitlak has been a university-level teacher, handicapper and computer ace for over 35 years, and this book reflects that knowledge.  Bob is at the top of his game with this excellent addition to his library of books and software programs. This is golden.  Whether it be probabilities or regression analysis, it is covered in-depth by this sweeping and excellent publication.  
 
This is my fourth year with the PRN, reviewing products, and from the letters I receive, my work has been deemed truthful and trustworthy.  
To me, “PC Tools for the Thoroughbred Handicapper” is the first great top-level handicapping publication of the 21st century.  If you are a serious handicapper, or if you want to become one, then this is an absolute must-have edition.  From young knowledge grows old wisdom, and every owner of this book will surely benefit from it.  The PRN does not offer a rating of 10, but if a 9.9 is acceptable, this publication is easily deemed most worthy of it.
 
